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BASIC -ABSTRACT: 

The polyester particles comprise principle repeating units of 
alkylene terephthalate . As soon as the particulate polyester is 
formed from its polymer, its surface layer, at least, is 
crystallised. The crystallised surface layer prevents the polyester 
from having increased water content on storage and after drying just 
before melting. 

The polyester pref . comprises ethylene terephthalate repeating units 
and has 10 mol.% or less of the tert. component (such as dibasic 
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acid, oxyacid, glycol). It may contain 10 wt . % or less of other 
polymer, f ire-retardant , colour stabiliser, etc. 

In order to crystallise the surface layer (pref. 20 microns or more), 
the particulate polyester (in the form of chips, pellets, flake, or 
powder) is treated with heated steam (satd. or superheated) at 110 
deg. C or higher (pref. 120-200 deg. C in the case of the latter 
steam) . 
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